WWP Employee of the Week - Mike McIntee, 5/12/1997
You've seen him on the show dozens of times, knowing him only as a "the shirtless guy," a cop, a Macarena-loving gas station attendant, or a "guy in a bunny suit." You read his behind-the-scenes glimpses at the "Late Show" in the Wahoo Gazette. Now, meet the man behind the costumes and typewriter. Say hello to our WWP Employee of the Week for the week of May 12, 1997, Mike McIntee.
Name: Michael Zachary McIntee Position: Production Runner Age: 39 Hometown: Spring Valley in Rockland County, New York How long with show: 2 1/2 years
Q: You're known to our online audience as the writer of the Wahoo Gazette. What makes for a good behind-the-scenes story at the "Late Show"?
MM: I like to look for something inside, behind-the-scenes that looks very simple when it's on TV but it was unbelievable getting to that point. Something like the bunnies - I guess for years you watch it on Carson and the other shows and you say "Who are those people?" and they end up just being regular staffers, and what are they thinking, and what's actually going on? It's interesting seeing it from that side.
Your biggest, hottest story has to have been the H&R Block bunny incident. Describe that scenario and tell us where it all went so horribly wrong.
I was bunny number one. I went in there earlier because they had blinds, so I went in earlier and just asked questions but what I was doing was scouting the blinds. I wanted to see how to open them, where to pull them because since I was going in first, my job was going to be to open the blinds so they could get a good camera shot in. When I went in there for the actual show, I had the bunny paws on and I was grabbing and I couldn't quite latch on, and when I finally did latch on, I pulled it so they shut totally. Then I tried to grab the other string and I kept missing it and I really started to panic. Finally they opened fully and then I turned around to wave at all the people in H&R Block and I see this guy bearing down on me.
Did you exchange words with this man?
I just tried to say "Happy Easter" and "It's great to be here" and he was just so angry he could barely speak. And then at that point, [staffer] Christian Breheney came in as the second bunny and I said "Oh, here comes my friend, the other bunny," and he left me and went to her and I saw him throw a punch. That's when I knew it was time to leave. I thought we were going to have some difficulty, but not nearly that much. So we quickly left and then I peeked in the window and he continued with "Get out! Get out!" He did call us cats and dogs. "I will not have these cats and dogs in this shop of mine!" I've never seen anyone quite that angry.
Another memorable role of yours was as the shirtless guy who tried to get into a restaurant at the same time that a guy with a pack of dogs tried to get into another nearby restaurant. The race was to see who got kicked out first, and you won.
I thought I would have been kicked out very fast, but I also thought that [staffer] Jeff Boggs, the guy with the dogs, would have been kicked out even faster. As it turned out, I walked in and said, "I'd like a seat, I'd like dinner," and the guy said, "I'm sorry, you're going to have to leave, you must have a shirt on." And I said, "Well, you know, I just want a quick bite to eat, please. Table for one." And he just repeated the same thing over and over again: "I'm sorry, you must have a shirt on, you must leave." And then I said, "I just got tickets to 'Miss Saigon,' I just want dinner before the show," and he said, "Sorry, you don't have a shirt on, you must leave." It was about 5 degrees that night, it was very cold. I remember that I looked at the thermometer on the bank and it was about 31, and I thought that wasn't so bad, but then I found out it was broken. It was about 5 degrees. I never really got that cold and I don't know why. You know, when that red light goes on, you just go.
You were also the first guy in the revolving door bit at the CBS Broadcast Center.
I think they planned on me going around about 10 times. It was one of those bits, "How Many Times Can a Guy Go In a Revolving Door Before Somebody Stops Him?" I heard people talking beforehand saying, "Oh, maybe ten times. Maybe twenty times." I went in ten times and Dave was supposed to cue in another guy after ten times but it was more like ten minutes before he sent the next guy in. And it went all night long. The first fifteen minutes was fine, then the next fifteen minutes I started to get hot, dizzy, sweaty and nervous that I wasn't going to be able to make it, and then the last fifteen minutes was basically "Ah, I got this licked."
And no one tried to stop you?
Someone told security that he had to stop us and I sensed that he was calling his boss. By the end of the day, there were about eight people just watching us go around and I'm just saying to myself, "Will somebody please just stop us and we'll gladly stop." And they just watched us and watched us. Then they called the cops and we explained what we were up to. The security guy lost his job but Dave made a call and straightened things out and explained it was a bit for the show, and the guy got his job back. With the revolving door, somebody figured out that it was about 486 revolutions we made. I drove home giggling and laughing the whole way and I wasn't right until about the next morning.
Back to your writing for a moment. Who would you cite as your inspiration for the Wahoo Gazette?
I hate to say this 'cause I'm starting to sound like Larry King, but sometimes [New York Daily News sport columnist] Mike Lupica. There's usually some one or two-liners....
You often write about researcher Tom Ruprecht's mother because of the brownies she sends in for the staff's enjoyment. Now that you're Employee of the Week...well, do you think this is worth a mention in the Gazette? This is better than brownies, right?
Oh, absolutely. I'll take care of you in the next edition. I did mention Walter, not by name, once before when asking who the dweeb was on the back of the fire truck in the opening, and then running across the screen underneath the marquee.
You work in the "Late Show" production department. What does that entail?
It seems to be that you bring everything together from what the writers write to making sure the director knows what's expected, to wardrobe, costumes, make-up, making sure all these people know what is needed so that by 2:00pm, everything is ready to go for rehearsal. Making sure the script is ready, that people know what to put on the cue cards, so that when it's time to go, everything is set. We get things from the writers, it gets approved, then we get the script, and from the script we determine what is going to be needed.
Describe your most harried day here.
Thursdays are tough because we're doing two shows and we have about an hour-and-a-half in between both, and it's just non-stop running from about 2:00 on until 9:00pm. We have to make sure everything is typed correctly, we have to make sure Dave knows the pronunciation of everything, that things on the blue cards are typed correctly, things that you see printed on the screen on printed correctly. You can look at something a hundred times, but until it's on the screen, you're not going to see it. When it comes on the screen during the show, you're going to see that it's misspelled even though you looked at it six, seven, eight times before.
Before entering the magical world of big-time TV broadcasting, you were busy protecting our city as an officer of the New York City Police Department. First off, what was your beat?
The upper East side, so it was a very nice area. Fifty-ninth to Ninety-sixth on the East side. First day on the job was on the West side from about 79th to 81st on Broadway, just a two-block beat starting out, and I probably walked that about 50 times without stopping 'cause I was afraid someone was gonna stop and ask me something. When you're walking down the street and you see your reflection, you say "Oh my God, what am I doing?" and everybody has that same reaction. You start out with a two-block beat just to get you started, to get your feet wet and again you're in shock so you just keep moving and you probably log on 15 miles. Then you learn within six months and you're just leaning up against some street post.
Is there any arrest situation that you remember more than any other?
These two guys broke into this guy's van and were stealing this guy's tools. While these two guys were in the van, the owner and his friend came out, caught the guys in the van, and beat the hell out of them. So of course we get there and see these two guys bleeding on the ground and we arrest them and take them to the hospital before we take them downtown. One of the nurses had to perform a procedure with a catheter on one of the guys and he's screaming because it hurts so much, and the nurse is jamming this thing and all she says is, "My car's been broken into five times! I don't care how much this hurts!"
What's your favorite cop show?
"NYPD Blue" is good, but I think one night for them is just about five years of work. They're making every homicide arrest every week and they're great cops, but it's not quite that busy.
That's the show with the non-singing naked cops. Have you ever been naked on this show? We already know you've been shirtless....
Pantsless too, but they haven't aired it. It's bad enough being pantsless on Eight Avenue, but when they don't air it... It was some "What's wrong with this picture" piece and I'm standing at a bus stop without my pants on and the thing that's wrong with the picture is that someone doesn't have the correct change. Even then I thought I was going to be so mortified to do this, but it's almost scary to say I wasn't embarrassed. I thought nothing of it. Just another day on the job.
You run the office pools here at the show (of course, we don't bet with money).
Any college kids that are reading this - I've learned that if you can run a good football pool, you'll always have good job security. People love good football pools and you'll never be fired between September and January. Then you got to get the basketball pool and then the Oscars.
Who's the staffer with the best bets week after week?
Well, [announcer] Alan Kalter's not very good. Two or three years ago, we had Jill Davis, who was a writer on the show, and she won three weeks in a row and of course, it wasn't because she knew football but she must have had a boyfriend who helped her. I always loved the guys who got so angry at her because they thought she was cheating somehow. They took it personally. They were so angry that a girl was beating them.
You toss the football around with Dave during rehearsals.
Yes. He throws a very tight spiral. He throws a very good ball. I used to be a quarterback in high school but more of a running quarterback so it's still foreign to me. I'm learning something more every day. I'm gripping it a little tighter. I can't wait until Monday because I think I finally having down. They're all getting more confident with me because Dave stands by the guest entrance and Tim Long, the head writer, will go over the Top Ten list with him and Tim never looks at me and gets closer and closer to Dave and Dave goes deeper and deeper into that tunnel, so you really have very little room for error. To this day, I still crack up because I used to watch Dave when he was on daytime and I'm saying, "Look at this. I'm having a catch with Dave Letterman."
You have twin daughters at home. What's the hardest part of having twins?
There's no time. I have a lawn to cut, weeds to pull, and there's absolutely no time. I took one to the doctor the other day and then I did some grocery shopping with one and all I could say is, having one must be so easy. With two it's just constant.
Let's take a little twins quiz. Who's your favorite Gabor sister: Zsa Zsa or Eva?
Eva. She was the one on "Green Acres"? Eva.
Audrey or Judy Landers?
I went to school with Judy Landers and Audrey is two years older so they're not twins. In fact, the first time I was making out, Judy was right next to me. I wasn't making out with her, but she was in the same spin-the-bottle thing with me.
Matthew or Gunnar Nelson?
I'll have to pass on that. I'm not too familiar with the Gunnars or the Matthews.
The '87 or the '91 World Series Champion Minnesota Twins?
I'll have to go with '87 although I hate the domes and I hate the astroturf. And they always seem to have good, nice players. Kirby Puckett on Friday night is a perfect example.
Who's going to the World Series next year?
You've gotta like the Braves' pitching, but that's an easy pick. I always like the American League...Let's go with the Baltimore Orioles and Seattle....we'll go with Baltimore.
Let's switch sports. Can you guess how much money Americans spent on golf clubs last year?
Golf clubs. They're very expensive. Let's see...two hundred million people...fifty million play...two-hundred dollars a set...I'd say about $100 million.
Nice guess, but not even close. The answer is $1,370,000,000. What's going to happen to Eddie Murphy's career?
You know, when Hugh Grant was on our show before that incident, there were two people waiting outside to see him. After that incident, there were 200 people waiting for him. So it might be a blessing. It's ridiculous, but it might be good.
Explain the appeal of monster truck rallies.
I haven't been but I want to go. I don't know, just the big tires, the diesel. When you start breathing in that diesel? Makes you loopy. Getting loopy on the diesel.
Is the cast of "Seinfeld" worth a million bucks an episode?
They're usually worth what they're paid. Yeah, they probably bring in enough money and advertise other shows on their show. It's nice to have the number one show on your network. Sure. Everyone else is getting rich off them, and they're all very good. I think they're all very professional, except that one writer. I think Spike Feresten is kind of weak. I'm kiddin' Spike.
Which do you prefer? The early Woody Allen or the later?
The early. "Annie Hall" I loved, "Everything You Wanted To Know About Sex" was very funny, "Bananas" and "Sleeper."
Finish this sentence: In the year 2000, the Wahoo Gazette will...
It's going to expand into a five-day edition, I'll be the editor so I won't be doing any writing 'cause I'll have people working under me. You work all your life to write and then once you do it, you don't do it anymore. You have other people do it for you.
There's always been a bit of confusion about how to pronounce your last name. Can you clear this up?
I think it was [former Associate Director Brian] McAloon who started calling me Mc-IN-tee. I was often called that in high school. I thought he was just kidding around but he actually thought my name was "Mc-IN-tee." I've learned that if it's "Mc" followed by a vowel, it's "mac." If it's "Mc" followed by a consonant, then it's "mick." It's "Mac-in-tee." Like a "Big Mac and tea," if you ever go to McDonald's.
Do you have question for our online audience?
I've always liked Dave from day one on his daytime show. Then when he went to "Late Night," when I really thought this guy was "it" and when I think everybody really became accepted by everybody was the velcro night, when he jumped in the velcro suit. I think that's when he really entered the common knowledge of everybody. I want to know when did people realize that Dave was more than just another comedian. What was the defining moment for you?

Thanks to Don Giller for discovering this!
